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Despite the region’s 

ongoing sluggish 

economy, the CPGCE 

continues in its own way 

to thrive due, without a 

shadow of doubt, to the 

enthusiasm and 

dedication of its 

membership, its 

executive and its guests. 

As a relatively new face 

at the CPGCE, I am 

given frequent 

opportunity to reflect on 

the commitment the 

membership shows to the 

sponsoring institutions 

and the collaboration 

which is the CPGCE. 

Now that we are in the 

closing weeks of the first 

half of 2019, we can all 

break momentarily from 

much of the routine which 

– especially if you have 

dependants or are 

yourself in education - 

dictates what we do when 

from January to June, to 

return in September for 

the second half of the 

CPGCE 2019 programme 

knowing that it will be as 

diverse yet as 

comfortably familiar and 

stimulating as years gone 

by. 

Details of presentations 

and awards can be found 

elsewhere in this 

newsletter and shall not 

be repeated here, but 

alongside the write-ups I 

would like to add my 

recognition and 

appreciation to those 

individuals who have 

made all of CPGCE’s 

2019 events thus far a 

success, and extend the 

same thanks in advance 

for those who will make 

2019’s remaining events 

a testament to the 

resilience and variety 

which defines the 

CPGCE. 

The topic which absorbs 

perhaps the highest 

proportion of time and 

discussion at our monthly 

committee meetings is 

that of the presentation 

itinerary. I personally 

consider the monthly talk 

to be the “coal face” of 

the CPGCE and 

accordingly believe that 

we should all do what we 

can to ensure that each 

and every event is a 

success. Creating the 

events calendar starts 

with the identification of a 

topic of potential interest, 

following which contact 

with an appropriate 

resource is made, a date 

set and as the appointed 

date nears, notifications 

being released through 

website postings and 

email circulars. We 

primarily aim to provide 

interesting and edifying 

content to our members, 

but please consider 

sharing these events with 

your networks using 

either the topic or the 

CPGCE community as 

the basis for spreading 

the word in order to 

address a crucial 

secondary objective of 

keeping the CPGCE 

vibrant and relative! It’s 

good to see new faces. 

Needless to say, we 

welcome suggestions for 

topics and volunteers for 

any of the steps outlined 

above. 

Safe travels if adventure 

beckons, and enjoy the 

season of warmth and 

colour wherever you may 

find yourselves. 
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2019 CPGCE Scholarship Award 

Late 2018, the CPGCE launched our 

Student Scholarship Award. To win this 

prize, we requested a number of 

prerequisites, and our Awards Panel 

reviewed, scored and nominated their 

preference. By a unanimous vote, the 

2019 CPGCE Award went to Mr. Gideon 

Mentie, seen here on the left receiving 

his prize from CPGCE Chair Mr. 

Malcolm Gray during our April, 2019 

Technical Meeting 

 

 

 

 

2019 IET Present Around the 

World Competition (PAtW) 

Our Annual PAtW competition was held 

at the University of Calgary on the 13th 

April. We had a number of contestants 

who all gave fascinating presentations, 

but the judges chose Ms. Amy Chan as 

the Alberta winner! 

Congratulations Amy and good luck in 

the next round! 

2019 Events & Awards 



Derrick is a Professional 

Technologist, who has 

worked on a number of 

northern projects for one 

of Western Canada’s 

oldest independent 

engineering companies.  

He has driven most of the 
Alaska Highway, and has 
a huge respect for the 
achievement of its 
construction 

 

 

The Alaska Highway – Derrick Stableford 
MIET, EngTech, P.Tech. (Eng.) 
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“The Alaska Highway” 

Those words can strike a 
certain excitement or fear 
into travelers. 

Just the mention of it 
evokes emotional 
responses in people. It is 
one of the world’s great 
journeys. 

We are going to go on our 
own journey, back in time 
to its construction, and 
look at some of the issues 
faced by the construction 
team, and techniques 
used in its construction, 

and some of the 
structures. 

We are also going to look 
at its past, present and 
future, and ask the 
question “what next for the 
highway?” 

“The Alaska Highway can 
strike fear…..” 
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February, 2019 – The Alaska Highway 
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Arthur is a Senior 

Acoustical Engineer with 

Innova Global working in 

the field of acoustics and 

industrial noise control for 

the past 12 years. 

Mr. Küpper has a B.Sc. in 

Mechanical Engineering 

(2003) and is currently 

completing an M.Eng. in 

Acoustics. 

Acoustics - Arthur Küpper, P.Eng. 
Mr. Küpper’s presentation 

covered:- 

Acoustics industry 

Acoustics 101 

Applicable regulations in 

Alberta 

Industrial noise mitigation 

measures 

William (Bill) Moore 

Technical Services 

Production Manager 

@ Associated Engineering 

 Bill is an active contributor 

to international, national 

and regional 

Building Information 

Modeling (BIM) committees 

and organizations. Bill sits 

as the Treasurer and Board 

of Director member for 

building 

SMART International, is the 

president of building 

SMART Canada, 

represents the Association 

of Consulting Engineering 

Companies of Canada 

(ACEC) as the Chair of the 

Institute for BIM in Canada, 

Digitizing Canada’s Built Environment: The 
Role of  BIM – William Moore 

 is a member of 

the International 

Standards Organization 

(ISO), the Standards 

Council of Canada Mirror 

Committee, the Consulting 

Engineers of Alberta’s 

BIM Task Force, and is 

the chairman and founder 

of the Calgary 

BIM Community. 

 

The global Architecture, 

Engineering and 

Construction (AEC) 

industry is in the midst of 

a journey towards 

digitalization. Important 

drivers are fueling this 

appetite to modernize 

practices, and technology 

has evolved to support the 

transition. Building 

Information Modeling 

(BIM) serves an important 

role in digitizing the built 

environment. This session 

will attempt to provide 

rational for this transition, 

define BIM, address 

Global and National BIM 

maturity, and provide a 

view into the future 

 

 

March, 2019 – Acoustics 

April, 2019 – BIM 



  

Nigel is a Professor of Civil 

Engineering at the 

University of Calgary. 

Amongst his various 

activities, he tested a series 

of walls representative of 

those of the buildings on 

the Parliamentary Precinct 

to help Public Works 

decide how to rehabilitate 

the buildings that always 

appear on your banknotes. 

To meet the expectations 

of the 2005 National 

Building Code of Canada, 

the buildings on the 

Parliamentary Precinct 

needed to be assessed 

and rehabilitated. As 

there had been little to no 

maintenance performed 

on the exteriors of the 

buildings for the previous 

50 years or so, the 

buildings were beginning 

to suffer anyway. Testing 

was performed on a 

series of walls to 

determine the best option 

for upgrading the 

buildings to meet the new 

requirements. The state 

of the buildings will be 

described, the testing and 

results therefrom 

explained together with 

the decisions on the 

structural rehabilitation 

still in progress. 

The Somme Secret World War 1 Tunnellers – 
Video Documentary 
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Rehabilitation of  the Parliamentary Precinct in 
Ottawa – Dr. Nigel Shrive, FICE, P.Eng. 

May, 2019 – Parliamentary Precinct 

June, 2019 – World War 1 Tunneling 

The Somme was not only 

one of the bloodiest battles 

of World War One, but one 

of the bloodiest in history. 

The main battle is believed 
to have resulted in more 
than 1.2 million casualties, 
but a group of soldiers 
fought their own private 
hidden war underground. 

The tunnels, 80ft (24m) 

down, were dug so that 
troops could plant 
explosives below enemy 
lines. 

Most of the British work 
in the tunnels was done 
by miners, many of them 
from the north of 
England, but a lot of 
infantrymen were pressed 
into service underground 
to assist the miners. 



 

 

IMechE 
Did you know that the 
IMechE has a data book 
that can be downloaded 
from your favorite App 
store? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wired UK 
The unreal science of 
Japan’s 400kph bullet 
trains explained 

Science Daily 

Scientist have discovered 
two Earth-like planets 
near one of our closest 
stars. Teegarden's Star is 
about 12.5 light years 
away and is one of the 
smallest known stars. 

The Engineer 

Researchers at Carnegie 
Mellon University have 
developed a non-invasive 
brain-computer interface 
(BCI) to control a robotic 
arm. 
 
ASME 
How a Jenga-playing 
robot will affect 
manufacturing 

BBC News 
Structural flaws at 
£335m new hospital 
 
Engineering Council 
Women in engineering – 
INWED 2019 

2019 Engineering News 

The Canadian Prairies Group of Chartered Engineers (CPGCE) is a multi-disciplinary 
group of members of the UK Engineering Institutions who reside in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and the Northwest Territories. We support and further the 
development of all grades (C.Eng, I.Eng, Eng.Tech, Associate or Student) and welcome 
all to our Technical Meetings 

CPGCE has been actively arranging technical events for many years bringing together 
industry experts to get an update on projects, challenges, and opportunities. These 
events provide an excellent networking opportunity for professionals in a relaxed 
setting. 

If you have any suggestion for future technical or social events feel free to contact us! 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.cpgce.org  

Summer 2019 

Contact us! 

Cpgce.calgary@gmail.com 
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The Canadian Prairies Group of 
Chartered Engineers thanks 
everyone for their continued 
support, and wish you all a safe 
and long summer! 

Upcoming 2019 Events 

Look out for more details on the 
following:- 

August – Social activity, details to 
be finalized 

September – Sustainable waste 
treatment using algae 

October – Biomechanical analysis 
of gait 

November – Pelletized bitumen 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/japan-bullet-train-alfa-x-nose
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/06/190618123509.htm
https://www.theengineer.co.uk/brain-tech-non-invasive-robotic/
https://www.asme.org/engineering-topics/articles/robotics/jengaplaying-robot-will-affect-manufacturing
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-merseyside-48554318?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/crr7mlg0dd1t/engineering&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.engc.org.uk/news/news/women-in-engineering-inwed-2019/
http://www.cpgce.org/
mailto:Cpgce.calgary@gmail.com

